Moving Forward Together
February 2026 Township Update
Dear Islanders,
February was a busy and productive month for your Township Board, with several actions focused on strengthening emergency preparedness, recognizing community service, and creating new opportunities for residents to come together around shared goals. Below is a summary of the key decisions and discussions from our February meeting.
Strengthening Island Emergency Preparedness
The Township Board approved appointments to the newly formed Emergency Preparedness Committee, with members serving two-year terms. This seven-member committee includes:
· Two citizen representatives
· A DeTour Area Schools representative
· A Fire Department representative
· A Township Board designee
· An Eastern Upper Peninsula Transportation Authority (EUPTA) representative
· A Medical Center representative
This diverse group will work collaboratively to develop emergency preparedness procedures tailored to the unique needs of our island. Their work will help improve coordination, planning, and readiness across agencies and the community.
Recognizing Our Young Leaders
The Board passed a resolution establishing a Junior Outstanding Citizen of the Year Award. This new recognition will celebrate a young island resident who goes above and beyond in service, leadership, or kindness within our community. We believe it’s important to recognize and encourage the next generation of Islanders who are already making a positive impact.
Community Days: Service by the Island, for the Island
To foster connection and shared responsibility, the Board approved a resolution establishing Community Days,  two Township-sponsored days each year dedicated to community service projects. These days will bring residents together to work on projects that benefit the island, reinforcing the idea that caring for our community is something we do together.
A New Township Logo — Designed by You
The Board also approved a resolution creating a Township Logo Contest, including guidelines for submissions and a public voting process. This initiative invites residents to help shape the visual identity of our township by submitting logo designs and voting on the one they feel best represents who we are as a community. More details will be shared soon.
Growing Our Commitment to Conservation
In keeping with our focus on stewardship and youth engagement, the Board approved a resolution establishing an annual tree planting on Township property. This event will bring community members (especially our youth)  together around conservation, environmental responsibility, and caring for the land we share.
Supporting Our Fire Department Through Grant Funding
The Township approved the Fire Department entering into a contract with a designated grant-writing organization that has a strong track record of helping departments like ours compete successfully for grants. Their focus will be on securing funding for necessary safety equipment,  investments that would otherwise cost the Township thousands of dollars out of pocket. This approach helps protect both our volunteers and taxpayer resources.
Quarterly Budget Review
The Board also reviewed third-quarter budget numbers. At this point in the fiscal year, overall spending is at approximately 80%, about 5% ahead of our ideal quarterly pace. The Board has already implemented measures to slow spending where appropriate and bring the budget back on track while continuing to meet operational needs.
What’s Next?
More information will be coming soon about the logo contest and Community Days, so stay tuned. In the meantime, the Board is actively preparing budgets for the next fiscal year, which begins April 1.
Please mark your calendars for these upcoming dates:
· March 9 | 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. — Board of Review
· March 11 | 3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. — Board of Review
· March 21 | 10:00 a.m. — Budget Hearing
All meetings will be held at the Frank J. Sasso Township Hall. Notices and reminders will be posted in advance.
Thank you for your continued engagement and commitment to this community. Together, we are truly moving forward.
Warm regards,
Krystal Truax
Township Supervisor
Drummond Island Township

